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can do their job and continue to keep
America safe in the future.

Leading up to Memorial Day, I want
to make sure to thank all who have
served and continue to serve our Na-
tion in uniform. I especially honor
those who made the ultimate sacrifice,
and, of course, their families. I also
want to make sure I recognize Alaska’s
missile defenders. While millions of
Americans will be outside this week-
end, having a barbecue and celebrating
Memorial Day, every American in this
country can rest assured that these
brave missile defenders in Alaska, men
and women like the Spartans of old,
stand watch to defend our freedoms.
They are doing it today and they will
do it on Memorial Day, just like they
do every day of the year.

That is why all of them, in my view,
merit the award of Alaskans of the
Week.

——
TRIBUTE TO WADE QUIGLEY

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize another Alaskan, one who
happens to be right here in the Senate
Chamber, Senate Page Wade Quigley. I
think we should call him the Junior
Alaskan of the Week.

Wade is from Girdwood, AK. He is ac-
tually right here, getting a little red in
the face. I think he is slightly embar-
rassed. Girdwood was originally called
Glacier City, for the ice-capped moun-
tains surrounding the town. About a 45-
minute drive from Anchorage, it is a
very, very special place. My wife Julie
and I and our three daughters love
Girdwood. We spend a lot of time there
skiing and enjoying the outdoors.

Wade is now 16 years old. When I was
told that this morning, I was a little
surprised. He is much more mature
than 16. He will be entering his senior
year at South Anchorage High School,
the school that my daughter Laurel at-
tends, next fall.

Like a true Alaskan, Wade takes full
advantage of our State’s abundant nat-
ural resources, teaching skiing in the
winter and commercial fishing for pink
salmon during the summers in Kodiak,
AK.

In DC, Wade has been doing a great
job serving in the U.S. Senate as a
page. According to those who supervise
him, as well as his fellow pages, Wade
is eager to take any opportunity to
talk or learn about his State. The es-
teemed Laura Dove herself has referred
to Wade as ‘‘Alaska’s best ambas-
sador.” I thought that is what Senator
MURKOWSKI and I were supposed to be.
It is a grand compliment. Others say he
has a heart for public service, humor,
and Kkindness. He is extremely well-
liked throughout this building.

In just 2 weeks, Wade and all the
pages will complete their service as
Senate pages. By the way, it is very,
very hard work. They are up at 5
o’clock a.m., studying at 6 o’clock
a.m., classes until 9 o’clock, and then
working in the Senate until the wee
hours. I thank Wade and all the Senate
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pages for their service to the Senate, to
their States, to their country.

Wade’s energy and upbeat outlook
will be missed in this body. Even
though he is leaving us in the Senate,
Wade hopes to continue his service to
his country by attending the U.S. Air
Force Academy.

Whatever his final path is, I am sure
he will bring to it the same work ethic
and the same love for his country and
for Alaska and, I believe now, after 6
months, for the U.S. Senate.

Wade, to you and all the pages who
have done such a great job, thank you,
and, yes, thank you for being the Jun-
ior Alaskan of the Week.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire.

OPIOID EPIDEMIC

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to join my colleagues to discuss
the heroin, fentanyl, and opioid crisis
that has devastated communities
across our Nation. I want to thank the
Senator from West Virginia for giving
us the floor today and for his continued
leadership in working to combat this
crisis. It is going to take an all-hands-
on-deck approach, with Members of
both parties and at all levels of govern-
ment working with those on the
frontlines to find solutions.

We recently received near final infor-
mation on the number of lives lost last
year and the specific substances in-
volved in New Hampshire as a result of
this crisis. What is clear is that the
threat continues to evolve and grow. In
2016 alone, there were 477 confirmed
overdose deaths in New Hampshire.
That is an increase from 439 deaths in
2015 and 326 in 2014. Already this year,
there have been 73 confirmed overdose
deaths in my State, with another 86
suspected cases awaiting final toxi-
cology results.

In recent months, we have seen new
deadly challenges that are emerging. A
few weeks ago, I met with members of
the Drug Enforcement Agency in New
Hampshire. Among the topics we dis-
cussed was the spread of a dangerous
synthetic drug, carfentanil. Carfentanil
is 100 times stronger than even
fentanyl. It is killing people faster, and
we are seeing its deadly use rising in
New Hampshire. We have seen six con-
firmed deaths from carfentanil in the
past few weeks.

During my meeting with the DEA, 1
heard from those on the frontlines
about the dangerous impacts it has on
their lives as well. Carfentanil and
other fentanyl compounds are so dan-
gerous that they can put first respond-
ers at risk if they are exposed.

It is clear that we must do more to
support those struggling and those on
the frontlines to stem and ultimately
reverse the tide of this crisis. We need
more resources to address this problem
because people are dying. What we can-
not do is institute policies that would
make matters worse.
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I am encouraged that the Trump ad-
ministration has discussed the severity
of this crisis, but their actions so far
don’t match their words. The Presi-
dent’s budget that was announced this
week would have devastating con-
sequences on efforts to combat this cri-
sis. This budget includes hundreds of
millions of dollars in cuts to the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Serv-
ices Administration. It also cuts the
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas
Program. This is a program that pro-
vides key support to law enforcement
officials on the frontlines.

I am particularly disturbed by this
administration’s continued attacks on
Medicaid. Medicaid has been critical to
ensuring that Granite Staters strug-
gling with addiction have access to
treatment and recovery services. The
drastic cuts to Medicaid in the Presi-
dent’s budget proposal go above and be-
yond even the devastating cuts in-
cluded in the dangerous TrumpCare bill
that passed through the House of Rep-
resentatives. This budget proposes cut-
ting $610 billion to Medicaid, which is
on top of the $839 billion cut in
TrumpCare. TrumpCare also ends Med-
icaid expansion, which experts have
said is the No. 1 tool we have in com-
bating this crisis.

TrumpCare undermines the require-
ment that insurance companies must
cover mental health and substance use
disorder services. According to yester-
day’s CBO report, this could lead to
out-of-pocket costs totaling thousands
of dollars for people seeking these serv-
ices. In the midst of this crisis, we need
to be strengthening prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery efforts and giving
stronger support to those on the
frontlines, but these recent actions by
this administration show that Presi-
dent Trump is failing to live up to his
own words on this deadly epidemic.
And cuts to programs that help people
in the throes of addiction are irrespon-
sible, unacceptable, and unconscion-
able.

I am grateful to many of my col-
leagues for reaching across the aisle to
propose policies to address this epi-
demic. This is an issue that rises above
partisanship, and this is work we need
to be doing because the lives of the
people of our States depend upon it. I
am going to continue to work with my
colleagues on solutions, while standing
firm against proposals that would pull
us backward.

I again thank Senator MANCHIN for
his leadership on this issue.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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TRIBUTE TO RON HINDLE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise to de-
liver a difficult speech. My senior com-
munications adviser, Ron Hindle, is re-
tiring after more than 30 years in the
U.S. Senate. If you do some quick
math, you will realize that Ron has
been part of the Senate longer than I
have. I came here in January of 1997
and quickly learned Ron would be an
indispensable part of my team. Pre-
viously, he had worked for my prede-
cessor, Al Simpson. That meant he
knew Wyoming, and he knew how to
communicate with Wyomingites.

I am so glad I hired Ron when I came
to DC. He has written some of the best
speeches I have given over the past 20
years. When Ron told me he was retir-
ing, I went back and looked at a few of
his remarks between tears.

When my longtime State director re-
tired, Ron wrote:

There is an old saying we all heard before:
Good help is hard to find. Here is my experi-
ence: Good help is not only hard to find, it is
also impossible to replace.

That was true about Robin, and it is
equally true of Ron. In a speech to the
Chief Officers of State Library Agen-
cies, Ron called the library card ‘‘our
passport to adventure.” For a speech to
the Young Entrepreneurs Academy,
Ron referred to books, ‘‘especially bi-
ographies and autobiographies—as
‘How To’ manuals for success.”” When I
spoke to my grandson’s graduating
fifth grade class, Ron wrote me an ex-
ample comparing the Supreme Court to
grandparents: ‘‘If they say no, there is
no one else to turn to.”

I hope this sampling of Ron’s work
can convey why he has been an impor-
tant part of my team. He has a way
with words that few people have and,
more importantly, he knows what I
want to say and how I want to say it.
Ron does more than help me with
speeches. If there is a student in Wyo-
ming who has achieved an important
goal, Ron helps me with a laudatory
note. When an organization like
Daughters of the American Revolution
has their annual convention, Ron
works on the statement commemo-
rating that event. When a Wyoming
business celebrates an important anni-
versary, Ron has helped me congratu-
late that success.

My staff and I will miss Ron, not
only for the help he gives us but for the
person he is. He is kind, considerate,
and generous. He is also willing to lend
a helping hand in everything we do,
from hosting our holiday cookie party
to organizing trivia, and building
games for our staff planning sessions.
This isn’t goodbye, as Ron will remain
my neighbor and my friend.

Today I want to celebrate all that
Ron has done for me, for my office, for
Wyoming, and for America. It is appro-
priate for me to once again quote Ron
in describing the word ‘‘celebrate’ to
Wyoming Cowboy Challenge Academy
graduates, Ron wrote:

Celebrating is much more than the things
we do—it’s the feelings we get from the great
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accomplishments of our life. It is the joy and
happiness that comes from the heart when
we have reached one of our goals. It’s the
sense of satisfaction we feel that comes from
the knowledge that we have taken on a dif-
ficult challenge and mastered it. It is the in-
crease in self-confidence and self-esteem that
comes from learning to trust in ourselves to
make the right choices and the right deci-
sions.

Ron, Diana joins me in celebrating
you today. You have been a great ex-
ample of the importance of public serv-
ice, and your legacy will continue in
my office and in Wyoming as business
owners, students, and others reread the
words you wrote over more than 30
years. I thank you for devoting so
much of your life to making my office
a better place to work and, more im-
portantly, Wyoming a better place to
live. Thanks for all you have done for
all of us and America. I wish you the
best.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PARIS AGREEMENT

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, there
has been a lot of discussion in the
media over the last couple of weeks
about what President Trump is going
to do and should do with the Paris cli-
mate agreement. We know all about
this agreement. It was entered into by
President Obama in December of 2015
at the U.N. annual party that they
hold, the 21st annual Conference of
Parties meeting.

Let me explain what this is. It was 21
years ago they decided—the United Na-
tions had always been quite offended
every time something happened that
they were doing in the United Nations
that was not in the best interest of the
United States. Several of us would call
and threaten to withhold some of our
funds supporting the United Nations.
Of course, the United Nations has al-
ways wanted to be independent. They
wanted to not be accountable to any-
one so consequently they put together
these parties. The best way for them to
do that is if they could somehow be
funded independently and not be ac-
countable to the various countries—
not just the United States but any of
the rest of them.

So they hold this meeting in Decem-
ber of every year, and they hold it in
very exotic places. Everybody gets
really excited. They have 192 countries
come in. What they are trying to do is
get them all to limit their CO, emis-
sions. Of course, they all come in be-
cause 99 percent of the 192 countries
are ones who want to get money out of
this deal. I ran into a friend of mine
from Benin, West Africa. This was sev-
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eral years ago. I said: Why are you
here? You are not really going to agree
with this stuff. He said: No, this is
where the money is. This is the biggest
party of the year.

One of the worst things that ever
happened at their big party was—they
headed to South America someplace, 1
don’t remember where—when they ran
out of caviar. They have these big
meetings every year.

Well, the last one I went to was De-
cember 2009. It was in Copenhagen. You
might remember that was just after
President Obama was elected. He and
his administration were pledging to the
192 countries that we were going to
pass a form of cap and trade. Well, they
all went to Copenhagen—NANCY
PELOSI, Hillary, John Kerry, Barack
Obama—they all went there and told
them we were going to pass cap and
trade here in the United States so they
all needed to follow form. This is inter-
esting because of the 192 countries he
was talking to, most of them didn’t
even know our form of government.
They didn’t know that we had a Senate
that had to confirm these things or
that we even had a legislature. They
assumed that was going to happen.

I remember, right after they left, I
went to Copenhagen. I had to go in the
morning and get back in time for votes
all in 1 day. I did that. At that time,
they termed me as the ‘‘one-man truth
squad.” I told them under no cir-
cumstances—this is 2009—were we
going to pass any kind of cap and trade
in this country. I was right. They were
shocked over there because they as-
sumed if the President said we are
going to do it, that we are going to do
it. The legislation was estimated at
that time to cost between $300 and $400
billion—that is per year—to imple-
ment. It never came to a vote because
the Democrats knew they had at that
time—keep in mind this is 2009—they
had control of the White House, they
had control of the House and Senate,
and they had, at that time, 60 votes in
the Senate, but they couldn’t get the
votes because it was too expensive.

So many people thought it was the
first time we would consider cap and
trade, but it wasn’t. We had been work-
ing on that for years. They first tried it
in 2003. In 2003, we had a bill for the
U.S. Senate. I remember being down
here—because at that time I was chair-
man of the Subcommittee on the Envi-
ronment and Public Works. They had
that jurisdiction. So I was down here
to try to make sure that thing wasn’t
going to pass. Sure enough, it didn’t.
We defeated it, 43 to 55. Then the same
group tried it again in 2005. At that
time, they only got 38 votes, and that
failed. Then, in 2008, Senators John
Kerry and Joe Lieberman tried it
again. Of course, at that time, it failed
again. Now, that is a far cry from the
60 votes necessary in order to get some-
thing like that to pass. We have been
looking at that with various forms of
legislation for quite a number of years.

After suffering those embarrassing
defeats in the Senate, President Obama
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